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Every legislative session has a major story line that plays out throughout the course
of 60 days. In years past it was how to help Hurricane or major storm hit areas in
Florida; impact of the Pulse nightclub slayings; and then the tragedy at Stoneman
Douglas High School. This year the session moved along with the prospect of higher
teacher salaries, and the major fight was if there would be increases for only teachers
or would staff like school psychologists receive a pay increase. Then the last two
weeks arrived in the process and Florida realized that the COVID crisis was becoming
more of a reality and the possibility of finishing the legislative session safely became
a concern for all moving in and out of the state capital. Because of the COVID crisis
and the uncertainty surrounding this pandemic, the potential for a special session will
increase as the potential for rebalancing what was allocated in the 2020 budget year
or appropriating federal bailout funding into holes in the currently planned budget.
2020 Legislative Session:
The Total potential increase in funds for education is $7839.58, an increase of
2.48% or a $183.62 increase.
The Teacher Salary Allocation was created with $400 million for raising minimum
classroom teacher salaries and included another $100 million for increased salary for
employees who are not beginning teachers. As part of this plan the Best and Brightest
teacher bonus program was eliminated and the money allocated in past for that
program was rolled in the new teacher salary allocation. School Psychologists are
eligible for a share of the $100 million allocation if they are instructional personnel in
their district.
The Base Student Allocation (BSA) allocated in the Legislative Session 2020, the
BSA was funded at $4,319.49 which was a $40 increase from last year. As a
comparison over the last two years the 2019 session BSA was $4,279.49, increased
from $4,204.42 in the 2018-19 budget. The BSA is the figure that most closely relates
to the funds available for school district employee raises in a normal year. Even
though this is $40 more than last year, expect the next school year budget to be an

extremely tight. With the changing landscape of education in the our country as the
COVID crisis continues, districts will have to figure how to continue a blended web
based and school based model of education as we move into the future.
The ESE Guaranteed Allocation was funded at $1,092,394,272 in the 2020 budget
year and $1,079,590,794 in 2019. This is a 1.19% increase to the allocation in 2020.
Mental Health Assistance Allocation, has been continued and has increased by $25
million from the 2019 budget year, which was $75 million. The allocation was funded
in the 2020 budget at $100 million.
Recommended: FASP Legislator of the Year

Representative Jennifer Necole Webb (Democrat)
Representative Webb, a democrat, bulldogged a Republican led Legislature and got
117 of her other colleagues to pass House Bill 1083 (117-0) out of the Florida House.
With this leadership and the demonstration of how to work best practices for the
safety of children, thru the legislative process, Representative Web has shown to be
an incredible leader for all Floridian’s especially children. Finally in the last days of
session, Rep Webb’s language was amended to HB 945 and passed out of both
chambers.
I recommend, Representative Webb for the FASP Legislator of the Year.
Please send a Thank You letter to Representative Webb.
(sample letter or phone call)
Dear Representative Webb,
I am a school psychologist in (school district).
We have nominated you as our FASP 2020 Legislator of the Year.
Thank you for your work, by advocating and passing House Bill 1083 thru the
House process. We appreciate your statewide advocacy to shine a light that deescalation can be a powerful tool on reducing Baker Act’s in Florida schools and
protect Florida’s youngest citizens.
Even though your bill did not pass the Senate, we are proud to see that your
language was added to HB 945 in the last days of Session and passed the Florida
Legislature. School psychologists will educate local leaders more on how school
psychologists can help utilize other strategies with students to mitigate the call

for law enforcement to schools and make sure de-escalation has been utilized
before administration calls for law enforcement.
Your language will go a long way in helping students succeed, and feel safer in
Florida schools.
If I can help you on anything related to school psychology please contact me at
(phone and email)
You can learn more about the Florida Association of School Psychologists at our
website: www.fasp.com
Also add a way a school psychologist can help students succeed.
Sincerely,
(School Psy)
Please make a call or send a letter, email, or tweet to the address below:
Representative Jennifer Necole Webb (Democrat)
District Address
Suite C-105
6798 Crosswinds Drive
St. Petersburg, FL 33710-5477
(727) 341-7385
Jennifer.Webb@myfloridahouse.gov
@jenniferwebbfl
HB 1083 - Student Mental Health Procedures - 2020
General Bill by Webb
House Bill 1083 relates to Student Mental Health Procedures. The bill requires
verification that certain strategies have been utilized and certain outreach, deescalation has been initiated before a principal or his or her designee contacts a law
enforcement officer under specified circumstances. This bill passed all committees in
the House and passed the House Floor vote 117 – 0. Unfortunately the bill did not
pass the Senate. With the budget being a major issue dominating all the time of the
legislature in the last weeks, and the COVID crisis pushing less and less contact, the
Senate Bill, SB 1062 which was sponsored by Senator Harrell, a past FASP Legislator
of the Year, did not get to the Senate floor for final passage.

FASP did help move HB 1083 along in the process, as part of FASP days in the
Legislature; a group of students met with Representative Webb’s staff and Dr. Canto,
Dr. Cash and John Cerra met with Senator Harrell’s staff about SB 1062 which was the
companion bill on the issue. Senator Harrell’s legislative staff asked our group to help
move HB 1083 along, because the Senate was not going to hear the bill until the House
had at least one House Committee hearing. Karen Sweeney, the Senator’s staff asked
us to request Chairman Massullo, Jr., chairman of the PreK-12 Innovation Committee
have the bill placed on the House subcommittee agenda so HB 1083 would have a
hearing. Our group immediately went to Chairman Massullo’s office and requested
his staff to please place the bill on the Innovation Committee agenda. Chairman
Massullo, Jr., placed the bill on his next agenda and after that hearing the bill moved
quickly thru the next 2 committees of reference and finally to the House floor for final
passage in the House.
Even though this bill did not pass the Legislature, FASP can take a lead locally by using
this bill language as a way to educate school board members and school
administrators why school psychologists should be called before law enforcement
when it relates to calling law enforcement for a Baker Act. If school psychologists are
the first ones called when there is a mental health issue, to help de-escalate a student
need for services, school psychologists can be the first responders before a decision
is made to include law enforcement for a Baker Act.
Thank your LOCAL Legislator for $100 million allocated to the Mental Health
Allocation:
You can find your legislator on www.leg.state.fl.us.
Please send a personal Thank you card, or email to your local legislators. Please thank
them for continued support for mental health assistance allocation for students. This
funding again increased in the state budget and increased over 25 million in the 2020
legislative session to $100,000,000. Specific dedicated funding for students and
mental health services has been an issue FASP has advocated for many years. With
this advocacy we can thank our leaders across the state for something good they have
done for children and also educate our legislators on how school psychologists
provide opportunities for students both in academic success and continued mental
health.
(Sample letter or phone call)
Dear Legislator,
I am a school psychologist in (school district).
Thank you for your work the Mental Health Assistance Allocation, increasing
funding to the allocation and making the new total $100,000,000. This will go a
long way in helping students succeed in Florida.

If I can help you on anything related to school psychology please contact me at
(phone and email)
You can learn more about the Florida Association of School Psychologists at our
website: www.fasp.com
Also add a way a school psychologist can help students succeed.
Sincerely,
(School Psy)
Legislative Platform:
Over the next several months we will have the ability to change, modernize, and
shorten the Legislative Platform for the 2021 Legislative Session. This will provide
proper time to have the platform formatted and printed, which would allow us to
finally distribute it in a timely manner. Remember interim committee meetings will
begin in November after the 2020 election. So if we are able to have any additions
or changes made during the next 4 months we can have a platform ready for
distribution when the legislature comes back in November 2020.
Legislative Schedule of Interest:
As the world moves on during the COVID crisis, the Florida legislature will return to
having interim committee meetings in November after the 2020 election and go thru
February, and will begin the Regular scheduled legislative session Tuesday, March 2,
2021 and will convene for 60 Days ending in May.
The only change in the legislative schedule would be more uncertainty as the crisis
moves on and the Florida Legislature is forced to call a special session related to the
COVID crisis, or postpone the upcoming interim committee schedule.
Who are we working with?
We will be working in the next couple of months to strengthen our relationships with
the Florida School Boards Association (FSBA) and the Florida Association of School
Administrators (FASA). We are working to introduce President Angela Canto to the
leadership at the Florida Association of School Administrators (FASA), and Florida
School Boards Association (FSBA).
Florida Association of School Administrators (FASA), is the association that works
with and represents all of the school administrators in Florida school districts.
Superintendents and other administrative district staff, principals, assistant
principals are some of the employees FASA works with. FASP has been writing
articles for their newsletter for the past 6 years and FASP, John Cerra will work with

the president and FASA leadership to continue this relationship, and help FASP
distribute the message of students services and mental health to school
administrators in Florida.

Bills we tracked that passed the legislative session:
Webpage has links to bills and news FASP tracks:
http://fasp.org/Standing_Committees/Public_Policy_Professional_Relations.html

FASP Bill List
Ordered by Bill Number
HB 0037
School Bus Safety by Zika
School Bus Safety: Revises civil penalties for certain violations relating to
stopping for school bus. Effective Date: January 1, 2021
SB 0070

Alert Systems in Public Schools by Book
Alert Systems in Public Schools; Citing this act as "Alyssa’s Law"; requiring
each public school to implement a mobile panic alert system for specified
purposes beginning in a specified school year; authorizing public school
districts to implement additional strategies and systems for specified
purposes; requiring the Department of Education to issue a competitive
solicitation to contract for a mobile panic alert system, subject to
appropriation, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2020

HB 0081

Health Care for Children by Andrade
Health Care for Children: Requiring the Department of Health to create and
make available electronically a pamphlet with specified information; revising
applicable provisions for the reimbursement of school-based services by the
Agency for Health Care Administration to certain school districts; requiring
certain individual educational plan teams and individualized family support
plan teams to include a specified specialist, etc. Effective Date: July 1, 2020

SB 0156

Early Childhood Music Education Incentive Pilot Program by Perry
Early Childhood Music Education Incentive Pilot Program; Extending the
scheduled expiration of the pilot program; requiring the University of Florida’s
College of Education to collaborate with Florida International University’s
school of music for evaluation of the pilot program; requiring that the
evaluation be shared with the Florida Center for Partnerships in ArtsIntegrated Teaching, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2020

HB 0171

Postsecondary Education for Certain Military Personnel by Ponder
Postsecondary Education for Certain Military Personnel: Requiring the Board
of Governors and the State Board of Education, in consultation with the
Department of Veterans' Affairs, to create a process for the uniform award of
postsecondary credit or career education clock hours to certain service
members and veterans of the United States Armed Forces; requiring

specified postsecondary institutions to waive the transcript fee for active duty
members of the United States Armed Forces, certain veterans, and their
spouses and dependents, etc. Effective Date: upon becoming a law
SB 0434

Designation of School Grades by Montford
Designation of School Grades; Revising the components on which a school’s
grade is based, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2020

HB 0641

Funds for the Operation of Schools by Plasencia
Funds for the Operation of Schools: Revising the annual allocation to school
districts to include an additional calculation of full-time equivalent membership
for students who earn a College Board Advanced Placement Capstone
Diploma beginning in a specified fiscal year; creating the teacher salary
increase allocation; prohibiting a school district or charter school from
reducing the base minimum salary; deleting the Florida Best and Brightest
Allocation, etc. Effective Date: July 1, 2020

SB 0662

Education and the Military by Wright
Education and the Military; Providing that a student whose parent is
transferred or is pending transfer to a military installation within this state is
considered a resident of the school district in which the military installation is
located for the purpose of enrollment; revising the calculation of school
grades for certain schools, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2020

HB 1213

Educational Instruction of Historical Events by Fine
Educational Instruction of Historical Events: Directing the Commissioner of
Education's African American History Task Force to determine ways in which
the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots will be included in required instruction on
African-American history; directing the Secretary of State to take certain
action regarding the inclusion of the history of the 1920 Ocoee Election Day
Riots in museum exhibits; directing the Secretary of Environmental Protection
to assess naming opportunities for state parks, or a portion of a facility
therein, in recognizing victims of the 1920 Ocoee Election Day Riots;
encouraging district school boards to assess naming opportunities for naming
school facilities in recognition of victims of the 1920 Ocoee Election Day
Riots; including certain instruction related to anti-Semitism in the required
instruction relating to the Holocaust; designating a certain week as "Holocaust
Education Week", etc. Effective Date: July 1, 2020

HB 5001

General Appropriations Act by Appropriations Committee
General Appropriations Act: Provides moneys for annual period beginning
July 1, 2020, & ending June 30, 2021, & supplemental appropriations for
period ending June 30, 2020, to pay salaries & other expenses, capital
outlay—buildings & other improvements, & for other specified purposes of
various agencies of state government. Effective Date: Not Specified

HB 5003

Implementing the 2020-2021 General Appropriations Act by
Appropriations Committee

Implementing the 2020-2021 General Appropriations Act: Implements
specified appropriations of the General Appropriations Act for 2020-2021
fiscal year. Effective Date: July 1, 2020
HB 5005

Collective Bargaining by Appropriations Committee
Collective Bargaining: Provides for resolution pursuant to specified
instructions of collective bargaining issues at impasse between state &
certified representatives of the bargaining units for state employees. Effective
Date: July 1, 2020

HB 5007

State-administered Retirement Systems by Appropriations Committee
State-administered Retirement Systems: Revises required employer
retirement contribution rates for each membership class & subclass of FRS;
provides declaration of important state interest. Effective Date: July 1, 2020

HB 7011

K-12 Student Athletes by PreK-12 Innovation Subcommittee
K-12 Student Athletes: Revises provisions relating to automated external
defibrillators on school grounds, training related to CPR & defibrillators,
FHSAA student athlete safety policies, & specified medical evaluations.
Effective Date: July 1, 2020

SB 7012

Substance Abuse and Mental Health by Children, Families, and Elder
Affairs
Substance Abuse and Mental Health; Providing additional duties for the
Statewide Office for Suicide Prevention; requiring the Department of
Transportation to work with the office in developing a plan relating to
evidence-based suicide deterrents in certain locations; requiring that certain
information be provided to the guardian or representative of a minor patient
released from involuntary examination; requiring the maintenance of
psychotropic medications to specified defendants under certain
circumstances, etc. Effective Date: 7/1/2020

HB 7067

K-12 Scholarship Programs by Education Committee
K-12 Scholarship Programs: Revising initial scholarship eligibility criteria for
the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program; requiring that priority be
given to students whose household income levels do not exceed a specified
amount or who are in foster care or out-of-home; requiring a scholarshipfunding organization to refer students who did not receive a scholarship
because of lack of funds to another scholarship-funding organization, etc.
Effective Date: July 1, 2020

HB 7097

Taxation by Ways & Means Committee
Taxation: Increasing a population limit on counties that may use tourist
development tax revenues for certain uses; extending the timeframe within
which certain changes to property damaged or destroyed by Hurricane
Michael must commence to prevent the assessed value of the property from
increasing; revising the deadlines for applying for additional ad valorem tax
exemptions for certain service members for a specified tax year; authorizing a
property appraiser in a county for which the Governor has declared a state of
emergency to post notices of proposed property taxes on its website if mailing

the notice is not possible; providing sales tax exemptions for certain clothing,
wallets, bags, school supplies, personal computers, and personal computerrelated accessories during a certain timeframe; providing sales tax
exemptions for certain disaster preparedness supplies during a certain
timeframe, etc. Effective Date: July 1, 2020

Conclusion
Cerra Consulting Group is proud to represent FASP and to work with your leaders
for the advancement of mental health services for students in Florida. Please use
the www.fasp.org website for more information about how you can help. If you
would like information on the bills FASP follows, please refer to the FASP legislative
webpage at:
http://fasp.org/Standing_Committees/Public_Policy_Professional_Relations.html .
If you have any questions about the Legislative process or any other issue to be
considered during the 2020 session, or past sessions please contact John Cerra at
cerraj@comcast.net.

